THE  TRAGEDT OF RAMSAY MACDOJfALD
be taken of his adventure in Abyssinia. When MacDonald
and Simon met Mussolini at Stresa they knew that he was
preparing to send an invading force into Abyssinia, yet no
protest was made.
During the summer British and French diplomatists were
engaged in drawing up a scheme which would give Mussolini
what he wanted in Ethiopia and at the same time would not
seriously affect British interests there. London and Paris,
working in close co-operation with Rome, had by September
completed that plan by which Mussolini would be able to
achieve the substance of victory without going to war or
without upsetting the balance of power in East Africa.
The one fear that haunted the Government was "that their
betrayal might be exposed before the General Election. If the
truth leaked out then, in the state of public opinion at the time,
there would be a complete overthrow of the Government and
an end to the MacDonald-Baldwiri administration. The
Government got their first fright when some weeks before the
General Election, statements began to appear in the French
Press to the effect that the British Government had abandoned
their wholehearted co-operation with the League. It was
alleged that a conspiracy was afoot between Britain and France,
behind the back of the League and indeed in defiance of the
pledges given by Sir Samuel Hoare at Geneva, to force upon
Abyssinia a settlement absolutely detrimental to her interests
and inconsistent with the principles of the League itself. Sir
John Simon indignantly repudiated this e amazing statement'
and speaking with forceful emphasis he declared :
* I speak with the authority of the Government when I
say that there is no truth in this wild accusation at all.'
In spite of this denial, more evidence, drifting across from
France, appeared in the British Press and a great storm of
protest arose throughout the country. On 10 December,
Attlee, the Leader of the Opposition, completely distrustful
of the Government, brought the matter to a head by asking
the Prime Minister:
6 Whether before any further action is taken, this House
will be informed of the nature of the proposals for the settle-
498